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 Nowadays, high school educators face the crucial task of preparing students for 

the complexities of contemporary society. Teaching contemporary issues to high school 

students is vital in equipping them with the knowledge and critical thinking skills needed 

to navigate the challenges of the modern world.  

 A contemporary concern pertains to a current problem impacting individuals or 

locations, which remains without a resolution (AGGS Geography, n.d.). Essentially, 

contemporary issues encompass a wide range of topics, including climate change, social 

justice, technological advancements, healthcare, politics, and more. These issues directly 

impact students' lives and their future, making it essential for educators to incorporate 

them into the curriculum (Button, 2021). 

Here are the reasons why teaching contemporary issues is crucial: 

 Relevance. Contemporary issues are prevalent in the daily lives of high school 

students. These topics spark interest, enabling students to connect their learning to real-

world situations. 

 Critical Thinking. Addressing contemporary issues encourages critical thinking 

and problem-solving skills. Students learn to analyze, evaluate, and form well-informed 

opinions on complex problems. 
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 Global Awareness. Understanding contemporary issues fosters global awareness, 

helping students appreciate different cultures and viewpoints. This leads to a more 

informed and empathetic generation. 

 Civic Engagement. Teaching contemporary issues prepares students to become 

active, informed citizens who can contribute to their communities and society at large. 

Meanwhile, here are the effective strategies for teaching contemporary issues:  

 Relate to Students' Experiences. Begin by connecting the issues to students' 

personal experiences. This can be achieved through open discussions, sharing personal 

stories, or using examples that resonate with their lives. 

 Interdisciplinary Approach. Contemporary issues often transcend traditional 

subject boundaries. Teachers should consider adopting an interdisciplinary approach that 

integrates multiple subjects, allowing students to understand the multifaceted nature of 

these issues. 

 Current Events. Regularly incorporate current events into the curriculum. Use 

news articles, videos, podcasts, or documentaries to illustrate how contemporary issues 

manifest in the real world. 

 Encourage Debate and Discussion. Create a classroom environment where 

students feel comfortable expressing their opinions. Encourage respectful debates and 

discussions, fostering critical thinking and active participation. 

 Guest Speakers and Field Trips. Invite experts or community members to speak 

about contemporary issues. Organize field trips to relevant organizations, institutions, or 

events to provide students with firsthand experiences. 
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 Project-Based Learning. Assign projects that require students to research, analyze, 

and propose solutions to contemporary issues. These projects can take various forms, 

from research papers to multimedia presentations or community initiatives. 

 Socratic Seminars. Use the Socratic method to stimulate deep, thoughtful 

discussions about contemporary issues. This method promotes questioning, dialogue, 

and self-discovery. 

 Cultivate Media Literacy. Equip students with the skills to critically evaluate 

media sources, ensuring they can distinguish credible information from misinformation 

and bias. 

 Ethical Considerations. Discuss the ethical dimensions of contemporary issues. 

Encourage students to consider the moral implications of various viewpoints and 

decisions. 

 Encourage Student-Led Initiatives. Empower students to take the lead in 

addressing contemporary issues by supporting student-led clubs, awareness campaigns, 

or service projects. 

 Indeed, teaching contemporary issues among high school students is a 

fundamental aspect of their education. By incorporating these issues into the curriculum 

and using effective teaching strategies, educators can engage, inform, and empower the 

next generation. This approach not only equips students with the knowledge and skills 

needed to navigate the complexities of the modern world but also nurtures a generation 

of informed, critical thinkers who are ready to contribute positively to society. Ultimately, 

teaching contemporary issues in high school education is an investment in a brighter 

future for all. 
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