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THE POWER OF DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENT

by:
Ferdinand V. Fajardo
Teacher I1I, San Ramon Elementary School

The importance of diagnostic assessment in education cannot be overstated.
Diagnostic assessment refers to the process of evaluating a student's knowledge, skills,
and abilities before instruction begins. It helps teachers identify students' strengths and

weaknesses, tailor instruction to individual needs, and monitor progress over time.

One key benefit of diagnostic assessment is that it allows teachers to gain valuable
insights into students' prior knowledge. By understanding what students already know,
educators can build upon this foundation and avoid unnecessary repetition or confusion.
This personalized approach ensures that each student receives instruction at an

appropriate level, leading to greater engagement and improved learning outcomes.

Diagnostic assessment helps identify any gaps in a student's understanding or
misconceptions they may hold. Armed with this information, teachers can address these
areas directly through targeted interventions or additional support. Without such
assessments, these gaps may go unnoticed until later stages when they become more

challenging to rectify.

Additionally, it provide a benchmark against which progress can be measured. By
periodically reassessing students' skills and knowledge throughout the learning process,
teachers can track growth and adjust their instructional strategies accordingly. This

ongoing feedback loop ensures that instruction remains effective and relevant.
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Diagnostic assessment plays a crucial role in education by providing valuable
insights into students' prior knowledge and identifying areas for improvement. By
tailoring instruction to individual needs and monitoring progress over time, educators

can maximize learning outcomes for all students.
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