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EVOLVING STRATEGIES FOR THE 21ST CENTURY TEACHERS:
IMPROVING STUDENTS” MOTIVATION AND PERFORMANCE

by:
Lucena D. Santos
Teacher 111, Justice Emilio Angeles Gancayco Memorial High School

As technology and the way students learn continue to evolve, it is crucial for 21st
century teachers to adapt their teaching strategies to meet the needs of modern students.
By implementing strategies that motivate and engage students, as well as strategies that
improve performance, teachers can make a positive impact on the learning experience. In

this article, we will discuss various tactics that teachers can utilize to achieve these goals.

One of the most effective strategies for motivating students is to make learning
relevant and applicable to their lives. This can be done by incorporating real-world
examples and hands-on activities into the curriculum. For example, a science teacher
might use a local environmental issue as the basis for a lesson on ecology, or a history
teacher might have students research and present on a current event that relates to the
time period they are studying. By connecting the material to something that students can

relate to, they are more likely to be engaged and motivated to learn.

Another important methodology is to incorporate technology into the classroom.
This can include using online resources, such as educational videos and interactive
simulations, as well as incorporating tools such as tablets and laptops into the learning
process. This not only helps to engage students who are more tech-savvy, but it also
provides them with the digital literacy skills they will need in the 21st century. For
example, students can use online tools to collaborate on projects, conduct research, and

present their findings to their classmates.
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In addition to these methods, it is also important for teachers to create a positive

and supportive learning environment. This can be done by building strong relationships
with students, providing regular feedback and encouragement, and creating a sense of
community in the classroom. When students feel safe and supported, they are more likely

to take risks and try new things, which can lead to greater learning and personal growth.

To further improve student performance, teachers should also focus on
differentiating instruction. This means tailoring their teaching methods to meet the
unique needs of each student. This can include providing multiple ways for students to
learn and demonstrate their understanding, such as through group work, individual
projects, and different assessments. By providing students with different options for
learning and assessment, teachers can ensure that each student is challenged and engaged

in the material.

Another key strategy for improving student performance is to provide regular and
timely feedback. This can include providing students with regular quizzes and tests, as
well as providing written or verbal feedback on their work. By providing students with
regular feedback, teachers can help them to identify their strengths and weaknesses and

make adjustments to their learning strategies as needed.

Finally, it is essential for teachers to be lifelong learners themselves, by staying
current with the latest research and best practices in the field, teachers can continue to

improve their own instruction and better support the success of their students.
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