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ROLE OF EDUCATORS IN BRIDGING LEARNING GAPS IN THE
CLASSROOM

by:
LOUELA A. ALQUIZA
Teacher I, Baseco National High School

The role of a teacher in bridging learning gaps cannot be overstated. A teacher's
job goes beyond just imparting knowledge and ensuring students understand the
concepts. It also involves identifying students' strengths and weaknesses and finding

ways to help those struggling.

Learning gaps are chasms, whether large or small, between a learner's current
comprehension and the specified goals or standards for their grade level. A typical
educational lexicon defines learning gaps as deficiencies that, if not filled in at an early

stage, grow greater and are more challenging to correct.

Teachers frequently put in much effort as a new school year begins to identify
learning gaps and offer the assistance required to address them. Learning acceleration
programs, which aim to close learning gaps while maintaining students' established

grade-level trajectories, must include targeted, just-in-time support.

Bridging learning gaps is an essential responsibility for a teacher because it directly
affects a student's academic success. Students who need critical foundational knowledge
will need help regarding more advanced concepts. As a result, they may experience

frustration and disengagement and fall behind their peers.

One of the critical ways teachers can bridge learning gaps is through differentiated
instruction. A student who struggles with reading comprehension, for example, may

need visual aids or firsthand activities to help them fully understand the material.

25 September 2023
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




depedbataan.comPublications

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan

Alternatively, students who grasp concepts quickly may benefit from more challenging

assignments that deepen their understanding.

Another way teachers can address learning gaps is by setting up interventions,
such as tutoring or one-on-one coaching. When teachers work with students one-on-one,
they can identify the areas where a student is struggling and give them personalized

attention to address those weaknesses.

Although it's critical to recognize areas where kids can benefit from extra
assistance, overcoming learning gaps requires further effort. Student progress is not a set
goal because learning acceleration methods are cyclical. Success depends on continued

focused support and continuous review from one unit to the next.

To assist close particular comprehension gaps, teachers might use several whole-
class and small-group instructional tactics. Here are a few extra nuggets of information

to aid in your attempts to close learning gaps in the classroom.

In addition, teachers can use formative assessments to monitor student progress and
adjust instruction accordingly continually. This way, teachers can catch learning gaps

early on and quickly address them before they become more significant problems.

Ultimately, the role of a teacher in bridging learning gaps is essential to ensuring
students can succeed academically and beyond. By recognizing the individual needs of
each student, utilizing differentiated instruction, providing interventions when
necessary, and monitoring student progress through formative assessments, teachers can

help close the gap and ensure student success.
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