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The Philippines is a country rich in cultural heritage and tradition, evident in its
diverse and colorful collection of folktales and myths.These stories are not only
entertaining but also serve as valuable resources for teaching mother-tongue languages,
which play a significant role in preserving the country's linguistic and cultural identity

(Kunduz, 2022).

The use of local folktales and myths in teaching mother-tongue languages has been
gaining popularity in recent years, thanks to the efforts of educators and advocates who
recognize the importance of preserving and promoting the country's cultural heritage. By
incorporating these stories into language lessons, students can learn not just the language

but also the values and beliefs of their community (Bir6,2015).

One advantage of using folktales and myths is that they are easily accessible and relatable
to students. These stories are part of the student's cultural identity, and they can connect
with them on a personal level. Moreover, these stories are usually passed down orally, so

teaching them in school helps to preserve them for future generations (Tariq et al., 2020).

Another benefit of using folktales and myths is that they provide a rich source of
vocabulary and grammar structures (Mart, 2018). These stories are often written in poetic
or metaphorical language, which can challenge students to think creatively and expand
their vocabulary. Additionally, the use of dialogue in these stories can help students

practice their conversational skills and improve their pronunciation.
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Teaching language through folktales and myths also allows for a more engaging and

interactive learning experience. Rather than just memorizing vocabulary lists and
grammar rules, students can actively participate in the storytelling process. Teachers can
encourage students to retell the story in their own words or create their versions, which

promotes critical thinking and creativity (Yulianawati & Larasaty, 2019).

Moreover, these stories can teach valuable life lessons and values that are deeply rooted
in Filipino culture. For instance, the legend of the "Mariang Makiling" teaches students
the importance of preserving nature and the environment, while the "Alamat ng Pinya"
teaches them the value of hard work and patience. The story of "Juan Tamad" imparts the
value of hard work and responsibility. the story of "Bernardo Carpio" imparts the value
of courage and perseverance in overcoming challenges. Furthermore, promoting the use
of mother-tongue languages in education can also lead to better academic performance

and overall promote a more inclusive and diverse society.

In conclusion, using local folktales and myths in teaching mother-tongue languages is a
powerful tool for promoting linguistic and cultural heritage in the Philippines. It is an
effective way to engage students, enrich their vocabulary and grammar skills, and instill
important values and beliefs. Educators and advocates must continue to prioritize the
integration of these stories into language instruction to preserve the rich cultural heritage

of the Philippines for future generations.
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