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TEACHERS AS VALUES-BASED MENTORS IN EDUCATION

by:
Dexter P. Capuyan
Teacher I1I Tipo Elementary School

Education aims to mold students' morals and values. Teachers are essential in this
process of shaping the minds of young people. Teachers are mentors, role models, and

guides who affect their pupils' moral compass; they are not just information transmitters.

Outside of their families, students' initial point of interaction is with their teachers. They
invest a lot of time in getting to know their pupils personally and learning about their
particular talents and weaknesses. Due to their close contact, instructors can recognize
and encourage the development of virtues like responsibility, honesty, respect, and
empathy in their charges. Teachers highlight the significance of these traits in developing

strong character by emulating these principles in their own conduct.

As mentioned by the Global Indian International School (2023), the optimum time to teach
youngsters about values and character development is in their early years. It's claimed
that youngsters carry their childhood lessons with them throughout their lives. It
supports them in doing so as they mature, is passed on to them, and sticks with them for

the rest of their lives.

Therefore, educators can help children develop a sense of social responsibility. They can
spread the virtues of love, compassion, and tolerance while fostering an inclusive
environment in the classroom. These principles are crucial in teaching children to become
responsible global citizens who can make constructive contributions to society in a world

that is growing more linked.
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Teachers help students traverse moral conundrums and come to morally sound

conclusions by acting as moral mentors for them. Teachers can teach students about the
repercussions of their actions and inspire them to make decisions that are consistent with
their values through insightful conversations and moral lessons weaved within the
curriculum. These lessons go beyond the classroom and influence how students relate to

their families, friends, and the larger community.

Moreover, teachers have a special chance to encourage and inspire their students to
acquire good values. They can relate tales of great leaders, famous people from history,
or simply regular people who have exhibited exceptional moral courage and integrity.
Students may be deeply affected by these tales and be motivated to follow in the footsteps

of these heroes in their own lives.

Teachers can encourage their pupils' critical thinking and open-mindedness in addition
to explicitly teaching them values. Teachers may help students think independently and
make decisions based on their own ideas and ideals by fostering respectful debate and
studying many perspectives. It is essential for the development of well-rounded people
who can engage in productive conversation and find common ground with others, even
when they have different opinions, that they have the capacity to think critically and take

into account other points of view.

The importance of a teacher in helping children develop their values cannot be
overstated. In addition to passing on knowledge, teachers also help pupils develop their
moral compass, character, and sense of social duty. Teachers have a crucial role in the
development of well-rounded individuals who can make constructive contributions to
society through modeling positive values, teaching ethical decision-making, inspiring
with tales of bravery, and fostering critical thinking. By raising a generation of kind,
responsible, and moral people, teachers who take on this obligation help to create a better

future.
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