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SCHOOLS: PDRRMO-DEPED PARTNERSHIP EMPOWERING
SCHOOL PERSONNEL AS EMERGENCY RESPONDERS
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In the province of Bataan, disaster preparedness is of paramount importance due
to its susceptibility to various natural calamities. To fortify the resilience of schools and
ensure the safety of students and staff, the Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Office (PDRRMO) collaborates with the Department of Education (DepEd)
to provide comprehensive disaster preparedness seminars and training for school
personnel. This article underscores the significance of this partnership in empowering
school staff as competent emergency responders, ultimately bolstering disaster readiness

and response in Bataan schools.
Prioritizing Safety and Protection:

With the PDRRMO-DepEd partnership, the safety and protection of students and staff
take center stage in disaster preparedness efforts. By equipping school personnel with
knowledge and skills through seminars and training, the partnership ensures that
educators and staff are adequately prepared to safeguard students during emergencies.
This proactive approach fosters a secure learning environment and instills confidence

among students and their families in the school's capacity to respond effectively to crises.
Customized Training for Local Needs:

The collaboration between PDRRMO and DepEd facilitates the development of tailored
disaster preparedness training programs that address the specific risks and

vulnerabilities faced by Bataan schools. By honing on local needs and challenges, the
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training equips school personnel to handle the unique disaster scenarios prevalent in their

area. This localized approach reinforces the province's disaster resilience.
Strengthening Local Capacity and Response:

Empowering school personnel as emergency responders enhances the overall disaster
response capabilities of the province. With specialized training in first aid, search and
rescue, and disaster management protocols, school staff become invaluable assets in
managing emergencies within their schools and communities. The partnership

strengthens local capacity and fosters a more coordinated response to disasters.
Cultivating a Culture of Preparedness:

Seminars and training on disaster preparedness foster a culture of preparedness within
Bataan schools. Educators and staff, equipped with knowledge and skills, become
advocates for disaster resilience. They actively engage students in preparedness
initiatives, encouraging them to adopt proactive measures in safeguarding their homes
and communities. This collaborative approach ensures that preparedness becomes an

integral part of the school's ethos.
Student Engagement and Empowerment:

The PDRRMO-DepEd partnership extends its reach beyond school personnel to actively
engage students in disaster preparedness initiatives. Through age-appropriate training
and awareness campaigns, students become empowered to take an active role in building
disaster resilience. This involvement instills a sense of responsibility and prepares them

to respond effectively during emergencies.
Strengthening Inter-Agency Collaboration:

Collaboration between PDRRMO and DepEd strengthens inter-agency coordination

during disasters. The partnership allows for the seamless sharing of resources,
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information, and expertise between the local government and schools. This cooperation
ensures that schools receive timely support and assistance during emergencies, further

bolstering disaster resilience.

The partnership between PDRRMO and DepEd in providing disaster preparedness
seminars and training for school personnel in Bataan plays a vital role in building
resilience within schools and communities. This collaboration empowers school
personnel and students as proactive emergency responders by prioritizing safety,
tailoring training programs, strengthening local capacity, cultivating a culture of
preparedness, engaging students, and fostering inter-agency collaboration. Through their
collective efforts, Bataan schools are better equipped to mitigate the impact of disasters,
protect lives, and foster a resilient community that can withstand the challenges of natural

calamities.
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