d= edbataan.comPublications

DISTINCTIVE APPROACHES OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
TEACHING

by:
Dexter P. Capuyan
Teacher I1I Tipo Elementary School

The noble profession of teaching is essential in developing learners' minds and
preparing them for the future. There are several opportunities in the realm of education.
While some people desire to work with teenagers or adults, others are interested in
instructing young children. Some people are drawn to administrative positions like

curriculum design, while others aspire to leadership positions in education (Exline, 2022).

There are significant differences between teaching in elementary and secondary schools,
including the complexity of the subjects taught as well as the age of the learners. The age
range of the learners is one of the most obvious distinctions between teaching in
elementary and secondary schools. Elementary school learners typically range in age
from 5 to 11 and attend kindergarten through grade five or six. Elementary teachers
concentrate on fundamental abilities like reading, writing, math, and simple social
interactions because these young learners are still in the beginning phases of their
educational journeys. They are crucial in creating a welcoming environment for learning

that encourages curiosity and a love of learning.

Conversely, secondary educators work with learners in middle and high school, typically
from the ages of 11 to 18. These learners are going through tremendous physical,
emotional, and cognitive changes as they enter adolescence. Secondary teachers must
help learners navigate subject-specific curricula, get ready for standardized assessments,
and finally prepare them for higher education or professions. The secondary education
level emphasizes critical thinking, in-depth subject investigation, and more specialized

knowledge.
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Another obvious distinction between elementary and secondary school is the method of

instruction. In elementary school, instructors frequently adopt a more active and involved
teaching approach. In order to engage young learners and make learning enjoyable and
approachable, they combine games, group activities, and creative projects. The focus is

on developing a solid foundation for future academic endeavors and experience learning.

Secondary education, on the other hand, focuses more on structure and content.
Secondary instructors may instruct a variety of classes during the day, each focusing on
a distinct topic area. They are subject specialists. As learners delve deeper into the
nuances of each subject, the teaching methods frequently use lectures, discussions, and

research-based tasks.

The way classes are run differently at the two levels. Teachers in elementary schools
frequently deal with behavior control issues and must attend to a variety of social and
emotional needs. For primary learners, teachers must be patient, caring, and good role
models. Secondary teachers, on the other hand, must deal with greater class sizes and a
wider range of learner skills. Maintaining discipline and engagement can be more
difficult, and they must strike a balance between providing individualized attention and

covering the essential curriculum.

References:

Exline, E. (2022). Elementary vs. secondary education: What's the difference and how
that can impact your career. Retrieved from
https:/ /www.phoenix.edu/blog/elementary-vs-secondary-education.html.

29 August 2023
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




