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THE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL AND THE STUDENTS: EMPOWERED
RELATIONSHIPS FOR IMPROVED ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

by:
Janny L. Manla

In the realm of education, the role of a school principal goes beyond administrative
duties. They serve as the catalyst for change, creating an environment that fosters

learning, growth, and empowerment.

In the Philippines, where academic performance is a key indicator of success, nurturing
strong relationships between principals and students has emerged as a powerful strategy
to enhance educational outcomes. By establishing a culture of trust, support, and
collaboration, principals can inspire students to excel academically and reach their full

potential. To elaborate:
Building Trust:

Trust establishes the core of any successful relationship. School principals in the
Philippines have recognized the significance of fostering trust with their students. By
actively engaging in open and honest communication, principals create an atmosphere
where students feel comfortable expressing their thoughts, concerns, and aspirations.
This trust allows principals to understand individual student needs, identify barriers to

academic success, and implement targeted interventions.

2. Supporting Student Development: Principals have a pivotal role in supporting the
holistic development of students. By providing guidance, encouragement, and
mentorship, they empower students to set and achieve academic goals. Through regular
interactions, principals gain insight into each student's strengths and weaknesses,

allowing them to tailor educational approaches that cater to individual learning styles.
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Furthermore, by promoting student leadership initiatives, principals inspire students to

take ownership of their education and become active contributors to the school

community.

3. Creating a Culture of Collaboration: Successful academic performance is not solely
dependent on the efforts of individual students but also on the collective efforts of the
school community. Principals in the Philippines understand the importance of fostering
collaboration among students, teachers, and parents. By organizing regular meetings,
workshops, and collaborative projects, principals facilitate an environment where
students can exchange ideas, learn from one another, and develop essential social and
teamwork skills. This collaborative approach not only improves academic outcomes but

also cultivates a sense of belonging and inclusivity.

4. Implementing Targeted Interventions: Identifying and addressing the unique needs of
students is crucial for their academic success. Principals play a key role in recognizing
struggling students and implementing targeted interventions to provide the necessary
support. Whether through remedial classes, mentoring programs, or counseling services,
principals work closely with teachers and other stakeholders to design effective strategies
that cater to the diverse learning abilities and circumstances of their students. By
prioritizing individual student progress, principals create an environment where every

student has an opportunity to thrive.

The relationship between school principals and students has evolved beyond traditional
boundaries. By establishing a foundation of trust, supporting student development,
fostering collaboration, and implementing targeted interventions, principals have the
power to create an environment conducive to improved academic performance. The
empowerment of students through strong relationships with their principals not only
enhances their educational outcomes but also equips them with the skills, confidence, and

resilience needed to succeed in their future endeavors. As the Philippines continues to

31 July 2023
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




d: edbataan.comPublications

invest in its education system, nurturing these empowered relationships should remain

at the forefront of efforts to create a brighter future for students across the nation.
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