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FOSTERING POSITIVE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT THROUGH
BUILDING A CULTURE OF APPRECIATION AND RECOGNITION

by:
Joel S. Castro
Head Teacher I1I, E.C. Bernabe National High School

Establishing clear goals and guidelines, promoting open dialogue and teamwork
among students, and allowing for student freedom and autonomy are all ways to
promote a healthy learning environment in the classroom. Further enhancing the
welcoming environment in the classroom is the use of inclusive teaching strategies that
celebrate difference and foster a sense of belonging. One powerful way to foster such an

environment is by building a culture of appreciation and recognition.

Students can feel empowered and motivated when their different viewpoints and
ideas are acknowledged in a supportive and inclusive learning environment. This may
also increase their level of participation and capacity for group work, which will improve

the educational experience for all parties.

Significantly, the study of Wang and Peck (2017) emphasized the importance of
creating positive classroom environments for culturally diverse students. It emphasized
the need for teachers to understand and address the unique needs and perspectives of
diverse learners. The study provided insights into fostering appreciation and recognition

through inclusive teaching practices and the development of culturally responsive

pedagogy.

The study mentioned above shows that a one-size-fits-all strategy fails to meet the
needs of the variety of students found in today's classrooms. Instead, it suggests adopting
inclusive teaching practices and culturally responsive pedagogy as effective strategies for

fostering appreciation and recognition. Inclusive teaching practices involve creating an
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environment where all students feel valued and included, regardless of their cultural

background or learning style.

As mentioned in the book of Gurung and Schwartz (2009) , there is a presentation
of evidence-based teaching strategies grounded in pedagogical research. It includes a
chapter on inclusive teaching practices, which offers practical advice on creating an
inclusive classroom climate, fostering student engagement, and promoting equitable
learning opportunities. The authors emphasized the importance of cultural competence
and sensitivity in teaching, recognizing and valuing students' diverse backgrounds. The
strategies provided in the chapter offer practical advice on fostering student engagement
and creating equitable learning opportunities, ensuring that all students can participate
and succeed in the learning process. Examples of inclusive instructional strategies may
include active learning approaches, collaborative group work, differentiated instruction,

and incorporating diverse perspectives into the curriculum.

In conclusion, fostering a positive classroom environment through building a
culture of appreciation and recognition is crucial for creating an inclusive and supportive
learning community. By cultivating a culture where students' efforts and contributions
are acknowledged and valued, educators can promote a sense of belonging and
motivation among learners. This can be achieved through various strategies such as
providing regular feedback, celebrating student achievements, and encouraging peer
recognition. Student collaboration, respectful interactions, and academic performance are
all improved in a positive learning environment. In the end, teachers create a learning
environment where each student feels valued, respected, and empowered to realize their

full potential by cultivating a culture of appreciation and recognition.
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