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EDUCATIONAL DIVIDE
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Socioeconomic status has a significant impact on students in public schools
creating an educational divide. Students from low-income backgrounds attending public
schools face limited access to quality resources and facilities, such as overcrowded
classrooms and outdated textbooks, while higher-income families can afford private
schools with better infrastructure and advanced technology. This disparity in resources
affects the educational experience of students, hindering their progress and perpetuating

the cycle of poverty.

The impact of socioeconomic status also leads to an academic achievement gap
among students. Children from affluent families have access to better educational
opportunities, such as tutoring, enrichment programs, and a conducive home
environment for learning. Conversely, students from low-income families face challenges
like limited parental involvement, lack of access to educational resources outside of
school, and higher rates of absenteeism. These factors contribute to lower academic

performance and hinder their chances of breaking out of the cycle of poverty.

The psychological and emotional impact of socioeconomic status on students in
public schools cannot be ignored. Students from low-income backgrounds may
experience feelings of inadequacy, low self-esteem, and hopelessness due to limited
resources and opportunities. Additionally, they may face social stigma and
discrimination, negatively affecting their motivation, engagement, and overall well-
being. These emotional challenges further impede their educational outcomes and

reinforce the existing social divide.
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Socioeconomic status significantly affects students' post-secondary opportunities.

While higher-income families can afford prestigious universities and further education
abroad, students from low-income backgrounds face financial constraints, lack of
information about scholarships and grants, and limited access to college preparation
resources. This limits their chances of accessing higher education and obtaining well-

paying jobs, perpetuating the cycle of poverty, and widening social inequality.

The impact of socioeconomic status on students attending public schools in the
Philippines is substantial and multi-faceted. Efforts must be made to bridge the
educational divide. By addressing these issues, we can strive towards a more equitable
education system that offers equal opportunities for all students, irrespective of their

socioeconomic background.
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