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 Education is integral to world development and the betterment of young people's 

lives. Every development goal identifies it as a priority area. Education is vital for 

eliminating hunger and poverty, as well as encouraging long-term, inclusive, and 

equitable economic development and progress. Education accessibility, quality, and 

availability are key components of global economic progress. 

 Sustainable and shared economic development is increasingly dependent on 

governments' ability to execute targeted policies that approach marginalized groups and 

eradicate barriers to continuous learning and labor market entry. Young people who drop 

out of school before finishing their education are exposed to unemployment, economic 

poverty, teen marriage, and early pregnancy. In order to prevent young learners from 

dropping out of school, alternative learning initiatives that address the reasons for their 

absence are required. Income poverty, gender identity, impairment, family disasters, 

social conflicts, and inadequate funds for education are all common reasons. The 

challenge is to provide the youths with appropriate opportunities to strengthen their 

fundamental knowledge and competencies, as well as to capacitate them with the 

necessary skills for looking for a job, putting-up a business, or engaging in productive 

work.  

 Even when young individuals continue to receive a formal education, many 

schools and training systems fail to give them access to the basic skills required to avoid 

poverty and unemployment. Non-formal education programs seek to fill this void by 

providing young people with learning and skill development opportunities that are 
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relevant to their lives and jobs. Non-formal education, which is frequently provided by 

community-based organizations, encourages the acquisition of life-relevant knowledge 

and skills, particularly for marginalized and underprivileged groups. 

 There is also a growing awareness of the value of informal learning in various 

settings, including the workplace. Recognizing informal learning is one of several 

instructional responses to the need to increase engagement in education and training for 

the sake of inclusivity and economic progress. To assist learners, particularly out-of-

school youths, new and innovative schemes of informal learning recognition have been 

initiated. 

 Informal learning is commonly defined as a significant process of acquiring 

knowledge and skills by individuals studying outside of formal educational settings and 

instruction. It is highly contextualized and learner-centered. Although the learner has 

primary control over his or her learning, informal learning is typically recognized as 

unintended learning from the learner's point of view. In terms of goals, time, and teaching 

strategy, they are less structured than formal learning. Although the learning outcomes 

of informal learning can be acknowledged and certified, it is not institutionalized. 

According to UNESCO, it may include learning experiences that take place in the family, 

in the community, in daily life, and on a self-directed basis. Therefore, informal education 

is experiential in nature. 

 Informal education, like any other form of education, is concerned with supporting 

people in developing the understanding and behaviors necessary to live well.  Informal 

education is thus strongly focused on values such as working for the well-being of all, 

respecting each human being's unique value and dignity, communicating ideas, 

promoting equality and justice, and exercising democracy. 

 Informal learning is vital in forming key competencies in all contexts, such as 

family, learning institutions, the workplace, and other communities, from a lifelong 



  

 

26 June 2023 

Publications 

 
learning aspect. It also encourages the improvement of interpersonal, conversational, and 

cognitive skills such as critical thinking, analytical skills, innovativeness, problem-

solving, and resilience, which aid young people in their journeys to adulthood, civic 

engagement, and working careers. In response to assisting out-of-school youths, they 

may acquire democratic cultural competencies through their knowledge of the world and 

society in which they live. Informal learning also adds to a more relevant learning 

experience that is tailored to the needs, objectives, and desires of an individual. Also, 

informal learning can be thought of as expanding knowledge in individually relevant 

areas with sensible content. 
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