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THE ROLE OF ASSESSMENTS IN LEARNING

by:
Perly A. Agbing
Townsite Elementary School

In basic education, learning assessments are an important tool to evaluate and
measure the progress of students in their academic journey. These assessments come in
various forms such as quizzes, exams, projects, and assignments. The results of these
assessments are used to identify the strengths and weaknesses of each student and

provide tailored instruction to help them improve.

The purpose of learning assessments is to provide useful feedback to both the
student and the teacher. For students, it gives them an opportunity to self-evaluate their
understanding of the topic and identify areas where they need to focus more on.
Meanwhile, the teacher can use the results to determine whether the teaching method

used in the classroom is effective and identify areas for improvement.

One of the most common types of assessments used in basic education is the
standardized test. Standardized tests are designed to measure the student's knowledge
and understanding in various subjects such as math, science, and language. The data
obtained from standardized tests serves as an essential guide to policymakers in decision-

making regarding education policies.

However, the effectiveness of standardized tests has been a subject of debate, with
critics arguing that they tend to narrow the curriculum and cause teachers to "teach to the
test." Moreover, such tests may not entirely depict the whole picture of a student's

academic capabilities.
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Aside from standardized tests, formative assessments provide a more

comprehensive and holistic evaluation of a student's aptitude. Formative assessments
measure the student's progress throughout the course and provide a more detailed
analysis of their strengths and weaknesses. Teachers can then use this information to

adjust their teaching methods.

Considering all this, learning assessments are a crucial tool in basic education, as
they help determine how well a student is learning and progressing towards their
academic goals. There are different types of assessments that teachers can use, such as
standardized tests and formative assessments, each with its unique advantages and
limitations. Ultimately, a combination of various assessment methods can provide a more

comprehensive and holistic view of a student's learning capacities.
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