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MULTIPLYING WORDS

by:
Grace B. Almario

Vocabulary is essential to language learning, helping students communicate
effectively and understand complex texts. However, traditional methods of teaching
vocabulary often fail to appeal to high school students, resulting in limited memorization
and ineffective language acquisition. To enhance education, educators must explore
innovative vocabulary teaching methods that promote active learning and accommodate

students' diverse learning styles.

Technology tools are an innovative and practical approach to teaching vocabulary.
Digital platforms, such as vocabulary apps, online flashcards, and interactive games,
provide students with engaging and interactive ways to learn new words. For example,
studies have shown that using mobile apps for vocabulary acquisition improves student
retention and motivation (Smith, 2018). These tools often incorporate multimedia
elements, such as images, audio, and video, which enhance students' understanding of
word meanings and foster deeper engagement. Additionally, technology tools enable a
personalized learning experience, allowing own pace progress for learners and receiving

immediate feedback, further enhancing vocabulary acquisition — (Johnson, 2019).

Contextual learning is another innovative approach that can effectively teach
vocabulary to high school students. Instead of presenting vocabulary in isolation,
contextual learning integrates new words into meaningful and authentic contexts. This
approach helps students understand the meaning and usage of words in real-life
situations, improving their ability to apply learned vocabulary in writing and speaking.
For example, instead of memorizing a list of words, students can engage in project-based

learning activities where they actively use vocabulary to complete tasks or solve
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problems — topics related to a particular topic. Research has shown that this method

improves vocabulary memorization and overall language proficiency (Gonzalez, 2020).

Gamification is an innovative strategy that can make vocabulary learning fun and
motivating for high school students. Educators can create a fun and competitive
atmosphere to stimulate student engagement and participation by incorporating play
elements into the learning process. For example, word games, quizzes, and contests can
be organized to reinforce vocabulary acquisition. Studies have shown that gamification
increases students' motivation and improves their long-term vocabulary retention (Jones,
2021). In addition, gamified learning platforms often provide students with a progress
tracking and reward system, further encouraging their active participation in vocabulary

learning.

Innovative approaches to vocabulary teaching, such as technology-based tools,
contextual learning, and gamification, can significantly improve the quality of education
for middle school students. Teachers can create engaging and effective learning
experiences that meet their student's diverse needs and interests by integrating these
methods into their teaching practices. However, educators need to find a balance between
innovation and the fundamentals of vocabulary teaching. Innovative methods must be
accompanied by good teaching practice and regular assessment to achieve the desired

learning outcomes.
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