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 Professional autonomy empowers teachers to make decisions and exercise their 

professional judgment, which can significantly contribute to delivering quality education 

to learners. Professional autonomy refers to teachers' independence and authority to 

make judgments and apply professional judgment in their classroom practice. It refers to 

instructors' ability to autonomously develop, administer, and evaluate their instructional 

methodologies, curricular content, and classroom management skills. 

 Teachers who have a high amount of professional autonomy can adjust their 

teaching approaches to match the specific needs and interests of their students. Based on 

their professional knowledge and understanding of their students' learning styles, they 

can design curricular materials, select teaching tools, and apply a variety of instructional 

strategies. 

 Professional autonomy provides teachers with the ability to make educated 

decisions about assessment techniques, grading criteria, and feedback mechanisms. They 

can modify their instruction to accommodate individual student peculiarities, give timely 

interventions, and foster a positive learning environment. 

 Professional autonomy does not imply isolation; rather, it fosters collaboration 

between teachers and other stakeholders. Teachers can participate in professional 

learning communities, collaborate with colleagues, and make decisions at the school and 

district levels. This collaboration encourages the interchange of ideas, the sharing of best 

practices, and the collective problem-solving that leads to enhanced teaching and learning 

outcomes across the educational community. 



  

 

29 May 2023 

Publications 

 
 It is crucial to stress, however, that professional autonomy is not absolute. Teachers 

continue to work within the constraints of educational policies, school requirements, and 

curricular standards. It strikes a balance between individual decision-making and the 

educational system's communal goals. 

 By granting teachers professional autonomy, education systems recognize their 

expertise and enable them to make informed decisions that improve students learning 

experiences. It acknowledges that teachers are better placed to understand the context of 

their classrooms and make instructional decisions that best suit the needs of their students 

resulting in the delivery of great education. 
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