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CREATIVE WAYS TO CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

by:
Goeil A. Bernas
Teacher 111, Limay National High School

Teachers are presented with new and innovative approaches to enhance learners'
knowledge and skills. Teachers are constantly learning new teaching-learning
methodologies to help students learn more effectively. It is just as necessary to check for
understanding as it is to teach the lesson. Teachers can assess understanding in both
formal and informal approaches, and it does not need to be the same as always. This is
where teachers face difficulties. Checking for understanding while remaining creative

necessitates developing activities that are unique and adaptable.

Though the assessment procedure is beneficial, it is boring to check for
understanding in the same way always. It is vital to develop routines and expectations
within the classroom environment. Using a variety of methods for checking learner

understanding keeps learners involved in the learning process.

Creativity helps learners advance. It is what has enabled all learners to make
improvements in their learning activities, regardless of their abilities, age, cultural
background, or disability. This advances learners in academics and other aspects of

learning.

Making learning valuable requires both creativity and intrinsic motivation. When
learners are directed toward a creative outcome, they become more bonded in their
learning and motivated to learn the skills they need. Learners are most motivated to learn
when they can connect their learning to their individual interests, have a sense of

independence, govern their coursework, and gain confidence in their work.
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Teachers who apply creative teaching-learning routines lead to the development

of learners' higher-order intellectual abilities like problem-solving, critical reasoning, and
making connections between subject matters. Creative work supports learners in

connecting prior knowledge with new information.

The creative process entails a significant amount of experimentation. Productive
struggle fosters perseverance by teaching students to face adversity in order to achieve
success. Creativity allows learners to discover and gain new knowledge from each other.
Learners begin to recognize that they have immense opportunities as they cope with
challenges and share creative ideas. It instills trust. It also develops self-esteem and

emotional growth.

A remarkable method for assessing understanding is to utilize innovative learning
tools like games online. When online games are used for specific educational purposes,
learners will gain more learning and academic skills. Moreover, gaming and game-play
elements can strengthen interest and motivation which are fundamental for learner
understanding and academic achievement. This helps to check understanding while

combining a fun element.

Asking open-ended questions and giving critical-thinking tasks are simple ways
to check for understanding. It is critical for teachers to be conscious of their questioning
techniques. Encouraging learners to think critically can add in-depth understanding
without taking up a lot of additional time. Higher-level questioning techniques can
motivate learners to think outside the box or to think more critically about their ideas.
Simple changes in how learners are questioned can help them better observe their

understanding of various topics and skills.

Another way to make learning more creative is to use Socratic seminars that can
be tailored to the learning levels of the students. This is a formal discussion in which a

student who is assigned as a leader asks open-ended questions about a text. Critical
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thinking is supported because students must analyze the responses of others and

formulate feedback. These learner-led discussions strengthen the classroom environment,
enhance communication abilities, and allow for reflection. It is assumed that one question
will elicit a wide range of responses and discussions and that more questions will arise as
a result of the original question. This is a method for students to take ownership of their

learning and for teachers to examine learning in action.

Another innovative way to assess understanding is to have learners respond
through body language. This is best used with younger students, depending on the
classroom makeup. Teachers can ask students questions and then instruct them to express
their answers through specific body language. This type of informal assessment is
excellent for providing the class with a few good laughs all throughout classroom

activities.

Numerous innovative ways to assess comprehension can be accessed to help
improve students' learning. Though students in each grade level differ in many ways, one
thing is constant. That is why we need appropriate feedback. Understanding the class
dynamic is an important factor to consider when thinking about how each activity
becomes a tool for students' learning growth. Keeping learners interested and engaged is
an excellent technique for keeping their attention on the lesson. A great lesson is
worthless unless students understand it. It is believed that maintaining creative ways to

assess understanding will improve the learning environment and learner morale.
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