d= edbataan.comPublications

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY: HOW TO SAFELY DISPOSE OF OLD
COMPUTERS AND DEVICES

by:
Allan S. Madera
Teacher 111, Justice Emilio Angeles Gancayco Memorial High School

As technology advances, many of us find ourselves upgrading to newer, faster
computers and devices, leaving behind older equipment that is no longer needed.
However, simply throwing away old computer equipment can be dangerous, as it can
contain sensitive information and can harm the environment. In this article, we will

discuss the proper way to dispose of old computer equipment safely and securely.

First and foremost, it's important to understand that old computer equipment
contains sensitive information such as personal and financial data that must be properly
erased before disposal. This can be done by wiping the hard drive with a data destruction
software. This software overwrites the data multiple times making it impossible to
recover. If you are not comfortable doing it yourself, professional data destruction

services can be hired to do it for you.

Once the data has been properly erased, the next step is to physically destroy the
equipment. This can be done by breaking or crushing the hard drive or other data storage
components. This will ensure that the data stored on the device cannot be recovered and

will make it impossible for anyone to access the data.

Another important step in the disposal process is to ensure that the old computer
equipment is properly recycled or disposed of in an environmentally friendly manner.
Many electronic devices contain hazardous materials that can have negative impacts on
the environment if they are not disposed of appropriately. These materials include lead,

mercury, and other chemicals that can be harmful to both the environment and human
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health. Many communities and organizations offer free or low-cost recycling programs

for old computer equipment, so check to see if there is a program available in your area.

If you are disposing of a large number of computers or other electronic devices, it's
important to find a reputable recycling company that is certified to handle these types of
materials. These companies will ensure that the materials are properly recycled and

disposed of in an environmentally friendly manner.

It's also important to be aware of the laws and regulations surrounding the
disposal of old computer equipment. Many states and municipalities have laws in place
that prohibit the disposal of certain types of electronic waste in landfills. It is important

to research and abide by these regulations to avoid fines or penalties.

Lastly, you can also dispose of old computers by donating them to a school, a non-
profit organization, or someone in need. This is a great way to give back to the
community, and it is also an environmentally friendly way to dispose of old computer

equipment.
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