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CREATING AN INCLUSIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT FOR
INDIGENOUS STUDENTS: STRATEGIES FOR EDUCATORS

by:
Aileen M. Torres
Teacher 111, Justice Emilio Angeles Gancayco Memorial High School

Teaching Indigenous people in the classroom can be a unique and challenging experience
for educators. It is important to recognize that indigenous students come from diverse
backgrounds and cultures and that their experiences and perspectives may differ

significantly from those of non-Indigenous students.

One important aspect of teaching Indigenous students is to incorporate Indigenous
culture and history into the curriculum. This can involve incorporating traditional stories
and teachings, as well as highlighting the contributions and perspectives of Indigenous
peoples throughout history. This can help to promote a sense of belonging and pride
among Indigenous students and can help to foster a greater understanding and

appreciation of Indigenous culture among non-Indigenous students.

Another important aspect of teaching IP students is to create a safe and inclusive
learning environment. This can involve recognizing and respecting the diverse
backgrounds and cultures of Indigenous students, providing opportunities for students,
and providing opportunities for students to share their perspectives and experiences. It
can also involve creating a classroom culture that is respectful and non-judgmental, and

that promotes open communication and dialogue.

In addition, it is important to recognize that IP students may have had different
experiences and may have different learning styles than non-Indigenous students. Some
Indigenous students may have experienced trauma or have learning difficulties, which

may affect their ability to learn in a traditional classroom setting. Therefore, it is important
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to be flexible and adapt teaching methods to meet the needs of Indigenous students and

to consider providing additional support such as counseling or mentorship.

Also, an important aspect of teaching Indigenous students is to involve Indigenous
communities in the education process. This can involve working with Indigenous leaders,
educators, and community members to develop curriculum and teaching strategies that
are culturally responsive and appropriate. It can also involve building partnerships with
Indigenous organizations and communities to provide support and resources for

Indigenous students and their families.

Furthermore, it is important to be aware of the issue of representation and cultural
appropriation in the classroom. It is important to be respectful of Indigenous cultures and
avoid stereotypes or misrepresentations. Educators should seek guidance and support
from Indigenous communities and organizations and avoid using Indigenous culture or

knowledge without permission and proper credit.

Overall, teaching Indigenous students in the classroom can be a unique and
challenging experience. However, by incorporating Indigenous culture and history into
the curriculum, creating a safe and inclusive learning environment, being flexible and
adaptable, involving Indigenous communities in the education process, and being aware
of representation and cultural appropriation issues, educators can create a positive and

effective learning experience.
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