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COLLABORATION FOR INCLUSIVE EDUCATION: STRATEGIES
FOR TEACHING STUDENTS WITH GIFTEDNESS AND
DISABILITIES

by:
Anna Rica D. Perey
Teacher 111, Justice Emilio Angeles Gancayco Memorial High School

Teaching students with disabilities or giftedness can present unique challenges for
educators. However, with the right approach and accommodations, it is possible to

provide an inclusive and effective learning environment for all students.

When teaching students with disabilities, it is important to first understand their
individual needs and accommodations. This can involve working with special education
professionals, such as psychologists and occupational therapists, to develop an
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) that outlines specific goals and accommodations for
each student. It can also involve providing assistive technology, such as screen readers or

speech-to-text software, to help students access the curriculum.

One effective strategy for teaching students with disabilities is the use of multi-sensory
instruction. This approach involves using a combination of visual, auditory, and
kinesthetic methods to present information and engage students in learning. For example,
a teacher might use a visual representation of a math problem, such as a graph or
diagram, along with auditory instruction, such as verbal explanations, and hands-on

activities, such as manipulatives, to help students understand the concept.

Another effective strategy is the use of differentiated instruction. This approach involves
tailoring instruction to meet the unique needs of each student. For example, a teacher
might provide different levels of support or materials for students with different abilities
or allow students to work at their own pace or on projects that interest them.

Differentiated instruction can also involve providing students with different learning
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styles, such as visual or auditory learners, with different methods of instruction to suit

their preferences.

When teaching gifted students, it is important to provide challenging and stimulating
instruction that is tailored to their abilities. This can involve providing advanced
curriculum and materials, such as honors or advanced placement courses, or allowing
students to work on independent research projects or to take on leadership roles in the
classroom. Additionally, it is important to provide opportunities for gifted students to
engage with others who share their interests and abilities, such as through clubs or

enrichment programs.

In order to teach students with disabilities or giftedness, it is essential to have a growth
mindset and be open to change and learning. It is also important to build positive
relationships with the students and to be patient, understanding, and empathetic.
Communicating with parents and other professionals such as school counselors,

psychologists, and special education teachers is also very important.

In conclusion, teaching students with disabilities or giftedness can present unique
challenges for educators. However, with the right approach and accommodations, it is
possible to provide an inclusive and effective learning environment for all students. This
includes understanding individual needs and accommodations, using multi-sensory
instruction and differentiated instruction, providing a challenging and stimulating
instruction, and building positive relationships with students, parents, and other

professionals.
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