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MAKING CONNECTIONS IN A PANDEMIC-AFFECTED SCHOOL
YEAR

by:
Carmela D. Tasis
Master Teacher I, Sta. Rosa Elementary School

For this school year 2022-2023, the pupils will be back in school for an in-person
learning. There are so many concerns such as how not to get sick, how to cope with
learning lapses, how to facilitate learning during the challenges of the pandemic, among
others. As a teacher, one of the best solutions to address the concerns based on previous

events is make and build strong connections.

Building strong connections at a time like this can help us get through the many
rough patches the past years scarred us with. The learning gaps abound, and the teachers
alone can only do so much to help the pupils cope with the gaps. Connecting with the
family, community, and stakeholders can assist in the delivery of quality education. As

the saying goes, it takes a village to educate a child. This can never be truer than today.

Consistent communication with the stakeholders and planning programs and
activities with them are great starters. Parents’ orientation and meetings, livelihood
activities, clean and green drives, health and wellness projects are just some of the many
things the school can do with the parents. Other initiatives in which the entire community
can take part of should be welcomed and discussed with the school administration and

the teaching personnel.

In the Learning Recovery Plan of the school, it is vital to include how stakeholders
and the entire community can take active roles in helping the school recover from the

problems that arose during the height of the pandemic. It is important to note that the
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beside the child’s academic concerns, his wholeness is to be carefully considered if

recovery and quality are the goals.

This year will not be an easy school year, it will definitely not be like the previous
“normal” school we have had, but with the strong determination, resiliency, and positive
connections, we may be able to save our students from the learning gaps the pandemic

brought and get them equipped as truly educated people for their better future.
References:

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control. (2020)."COVID-19 in children and
the role of school settings in transmission - first update". Retrieved on August 6, 2022, at
https:/ /www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/children-and-school-settings-

covid-19-transmission.

Sparks, S. (2021). Preparing for In-Person Learning: A COVID 19 Checklist for Parents.
Education Week. Retrieved on August 1, 2022. from

https:/ /www.edweek.org/leadership/preparing-for-in-person-learning-a-covid-19-

checklist-for-parents/2021/08.

Talic S, Shah S, Wild H, Gasevic D, Maharaj A, Ademi Z, et.al. (2021). "Effectiveness of
public health measures in reducing the incidence of covid-19, SARS-CoV-2
transmission, and covid-19 mortality: systematic review and meta-analysis".BM]

(Clinical Research Ed.).

29 September 2022
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




