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PRESS RELEASE
Briones cites extensive support for ALS as key Duterte legacy in
education

PASAY CITY, June 3, 2022 — Education Secretary Leonor Magtolis Briones on Tuesday
underscored the massive support for the Alternative Learning System (ALS) as one of the legacies
of the administration of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte.

On Day 2 of the Duterte Legacy Summit: Final Report to the People, Secretary Briones highlighted
that ALS enrollment grew to a yearly average of 95.35% compared to the past two administrations.

“Under the Alternative Learning System, we were able to attract and rope in 4,228,350 out-of-
school youth and adults who are now in ALS. These are the kids whom others describe as those
who have fallen through the cracks, who cannot pursue education, who have to work and, for one
reason or another, cannot attend classes the traditional way,” Sec. Briones noted.

Citing that the program is intended for the marginalized sector, Briones shared the collaboration of
DepEd and then-Davao City Mayor and incoming Vice President and Education Secretary in
offering ALS to the city inmates.

“I have seen and met young jail inmates in Davao with the initiative of former Mayor Sara Duterte,
who benefited from the ALS. We are reaching out not only to those in the streets, farmers, factory
workers, but also to those who are in prison and those who are in remote places,” she shared.

Under the Duterte administration, the ALS was also institutionalized through the passage of
Republic Act 11510, which ensured bigger budget allocation and further support of key
stakeholders to the program.

“When the Senate and the House initiated the ALS act, it became a landmark legislation aiming to
institutionalize the ALS program, and this cannot be possible without our President. When | first
came in, we increased the budget of the Department of Education by 30%, most of it going to the
ALS programs. So, we are now feeling much more secure because we are backed up by law and
supported by other branches of the government,” Briones said.

Meanwhile, Ms. Juvie Britanico and Mr. Jhun Raymond Canchela, graduates of ALS Senior High
School of Tabaco National High School in Albay, attested to the program’s impact at the grassroots
level.

“‘Nagpapasalamat ako sa Administrasyong Duterte sa pagsasabatas ng new ALS K-12 Basic
Curriculum dahil po sa maraming katulad ko ng out-of-school youth and adults ang matutulungan
ng programang ito,” Ms. Britanico, 35, said.

In addition, Sec. Briones also reported that Pres. Duterte also supported numerous DepEd
initiatives to achieve accessible and quality basic education, even amidst the pandemic. These
programs include Last Mile Schools and the Basic Education-Learning Continuity Plan (BE-LCP).
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“While there are still challenges in basic education, we have made significant progress over the
past six years. We have endeavored to ensure that education must continue and that no one is left
behind. This is the Education Legacy of the Duterte Administration,” Briones said.
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