d= edbataan.comPublications

BASIC EDUCATION IN A POST-PANDEMIC ERA
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The COVID-19 pandemic has come to its end. As the cases flatten, different
establishments reopen and begin to operate again. As an effect, transactions in the
economy become normal. This marks for the educational institutions to reopen and begin
to implement face-to-face instructions. Such bold move initiated by the Department of
Education (DepEd) manifests its willingness to better serve its stakeholders most
effectively and efficiently through instruction - face-to-face modality (DepEd, 2022).
Though some are hesitant to join the program, many parents are optimistic about letting
their children participate in the expanded limited face-to-face program. But the these
questions arise: how will basic education operate in a post-pandemic era, what will be the

trust in education, and how it will be best implemented.

Education in the post-pandemic era will not be the same as what was before
(Obana, 2021). Thus, instruction is just focused on face-to-face instruction. Students learn
in an environment wherein threats are seen as non-important. But with what the world
had gone through for the past two (2) years, humanity will be living with the COVID-19
virus. Education will consider and pay prime importance to health issues. Therefore,
students will be coming to schools following all standard protocols from social
distancing, wearing of facemask, washing hands, putting alcohol, to temperature

checking. These will be part of education.

In a post-pandemic era also, education will not be focusing only on a single
learning modality. Learning will be multifaceted. Meaning to say, it can be a hybrid

wherein a student can have face-to-face, modular, and even television and radio-based
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(UNESCO, 2020). The pandemic has taught the experts that learning happens even

outside the four corners of the classroom. It happens every time there is an opportunity
to learn. Thus, modality will depend on the situation, preference, and context of the
students (Llego, 2021). The shift will be not on what you have learned (understanding)

but on how you create out of what you have learned (creativity).

The pandemic has also taught the value of parental involvement in the academic
formation of the students. The more involvement, the higher academic achievement.
Though this has been controversial for the parents mistakenly interpreted it as taking
over the role of the teachers, it has become an eye-opener that parents” involvement is
important (Pek, & Mee Mee, 2020). In the past, parents are just figuratively seen as the
first teacher of their children. However, restrictions and closing of the schools to face-to-
face instruction provided concrete evidence that though teachers are in control of

instruction, without the parents” help, instruction is hopeless.

Basic competencies are the most essential (Gonzales, 2020). It is undeniable that
the pandemic has helped to identify what are the most essential learning competencies
that the students need to learn. In the past, teachers are complaining about the cluttered
number of competencies taught in each subject. But during the apex of the pandemic, the
curriculum is evaluated. Henceforth, it is trimmed and identified only the most essential,

necessary for the students to learn.

In the post-pandemic era, education will pay attention to the curriculum that is
relevant, responsive, and essential. The trust will be towards bridging the learning gaps
created during the two (2) years of the pandemic. It will be more versatile and flexible
focusing on the needs, context, and capacity of the students. Thus, instruction will not
solely consider face-to-face modality. It will be a hybrid or combination of different
learning modalities as long as students best learn. Instruction will be towards remote

learning aligned in the trusts of education 4.0 or the 4th industrial revolution.
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